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Raising the Bar 

 
Colorado must do much more to prepare its students for the future—both for college and 
for careers—or we will be left behind. We don’t set the standards—the world does. It is 
our responsibility to keep up in our global economy. 
  
That is why we need higher standards, more options, quality teachers and safer schools 
for our children. On Oct. 16, Republicans unveiled a package of education proposals that 
reflect those priorities and that will be introduced when the General Assembly convenes 
in January:  
 

HIGHER STANDARDS . Colorado’s children must be better prepared for college 
or work after graduation. 

A comprehensive, statewide curriculum standard for graduating from a 
Colorado high school (Sen. Josh Penry, Rep. Rob Witwer). Right now, 
Colorado is one of only a handful of states with no statewide standard. Let’s make 
sure every Colorado high school diploma means something by requiring: 

·  Four years of math; three if a student tests out after the third year 
·  Four years of English     
·  Three years of science 
·  Three years of social studies 
·  Two years of world languages 
·  One year of P.E. and health 
·  One year of visual, performing and applied arts 

 
High school proficiency exam to graduate (Sen. Mike Kopp, Rep. Victor 
Mitchell).  Students will take the test starting in the 10th grade and each high 
school year thereafter until they pass it.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
English proficiency to graduate (Sen. Shawn Mitchell, Rep. Cory Gardner). 
Colorado students will be required to demonstrate proficiency in English to get 
their diplomas. 

 



MORE OPTIONS. Colorado’s parents need more meaningful choices so they can 
find the kind of education that works best for their children. 

Tuition assistance for special-needs children (Sen. Nancy Spence, Rep. 
Spencer Swalm). Students with special needs are particularly vulnerable when 
their educational options are limited. Their parents must be able to choose a 
program, private or public, that addresses the unique challenges their children 
face.  
Sales tax-free week (Rep. Jerry Sonnenberg, Sen. Mike Kopp). School 
supplies cost enough even without tax. This proposal would allow retailers to give 
parents a break from the sales tax for two weekends in August when so many 
Coloradans do their back-to-school shopping. 

 
QUALITY TEACHERS . We need way to recognize, reward and retain our best 
and brightest teachers. 

Performance incentives (Sen. Nancy Spence). Let’s fund incentive programs 
designed by Colorado’s school districts to meet their many and varied needs. 

 
SAFER SCHOOLS. Parents shouldn’t have to worry about their children when 
they send them off to school. 

Better emergency response capabilities (Sen. Tom Wiens, Rep. Tom Massey). 
Fires no longer are the only threat to our children at school. We need to 
modernize emergency planning so teachers and first-responders can act fast to 
keep our schools and our children safe.  
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Building a Healthier Colorado 
 
Just as physicians are sworn to first “do no harm,” it is critical that we do not do more 
harm than good in our efforts to expand access to health care and to curb the cost spiral 
that prices many people out of coverage. By expanding opportunities and removing 
barriers, we can improve access and rein in rising health-care costs while preserving 
the first-rate care that so many Coloradans already enjoy. 

 

AFFORDABLE , ACCESSIBLE CARE. Our 
health system is far from perfect, but it is still the best in the 
world. The main challenge being addressed by these bills is 
accessibility and affordability to make it possible for more 
people to utilize that health care system. 
The Colorado Health Plan (Rep. Spencer Swalm, Sen. 
Steve Johnson). Will provide a low-cost option to Colorado’s 
uninsured by creating a benefit plan with basic coverage for a 
low monthly premium.  
 
 



Removing government barriers to access (Rep. Cory Gardner, Sen. Shawn 
Mitchell).  Creative solutions are necessary in breaking down boundaries to attain 
affordable health care. This proposal would allow individuals in Colorado to 
purchase insurance products from other states. 
Expanding rural access to health care (Rep. Ellen Roberts). Grant greater 
authority to qualified advanced practice nurses to address basic patient health 
needs, particularly for wellness and prevent. 

 

REMOVING GOVERNMENT BARRIERS. In many ways, the 
government can be the most helpful by not standing in the way. These proposals break 
down government barriers or improve the way government provides services. 

The Medicaid Reform Bill (Rep. Kevin Lundberg). Create a new option in 
Medicaid to allow participants to maintain greater control over their assets in 
exchange for accepting a limited reduction in Medicaid benefits. 
Evaluating Medicaid efficiency (Rep. Jim Kerr).  In 2004, the state auditor 
made several recommendations for improving Colorado's Medicaid delivery 
system. A new and expanded audit of Medicaid services would provide valuable 
information to the legislature on ways to reform the program, which comprises a 
third of the state's budget. 
Health care cost recognition (Rep. Spencer Swalm). Resolution urging the 
federal government to allow individuals who purchase their own health insurance 
to deduct those costs from their income taxes. 
Assistance for the developmentally disabled (Rep. Bob Gardner, Sen. Scott 
Renfroe). Expands availability of existing programs to assist some of our most 
vulnerable citizens, those who are developmentally disabled. 
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Steering a Better Course 

We cannot afford any longer to neglect upkeep and postpone expansion of Colorado's 
transportation grid. Yet, we also cannot presume that the voting public will embrace a 
massive tax-and-fee hike. 

Instead, we must treat transportation like the budget priority it is supposed to be by 
protecting current funding--constitutionally--from raids by the General Assembly. We 
also must make highway funding fairer for the taxpaying public, and we have to be more 
innovative in our approach to financing new projects. 

Making transportation a priority. We must stop highway robbery. 
Lawmakers regularly undermine the current formula for transportation funding by 
siphoning off highway dollars to grow other government programs.  

Dedicating—and securing—auto-related tax revenue for our transportation 
network (Sen. Andy McElhany, Reps. Mike May and Kevin Lundberg). Last 
year, Coloradans paid some $292 million in taxes on auto-related purchases. It 
only makes sense to make sure that revenue is spent on maintaining and 
enhancing Colorado’s transportation infrastructure. Let’s also ask voters to protect 
that funding source in our state constitution.  



 

Fairness in highway funding. Some of our state’s highways are actually 
major thoroughfares for local traffic, chiefly benefiting the communities through which 
they run. It is unfair to make the entire state’s taxpayers foot the bill for upkeep and 
upgrades to roadways that primarily serve one community. 
 

Returning authority for local 
roads to local governments 
(Rep. Glenn Vaad, Sen. Nancy 
Spence). With local residents 
assuming their fair share of 
responsibility for the cost for 
roads serving primarily their 
communities, we will be able to 
reduce the drain on the state’s 
budget and focus more of the 
state’s transportation resources 
on efforts that truly are of 
statewide concern. 

 

Letting innovation pay the way. The state of Colorado is missing out 
on a golden opportunity to tap into the potential of toll roads and use the proceeds to pay 
for other transportation projects. Other investors—including foreign ones like the 
Portuguese and Brazilian companies that are leasing the Northwest Parkway—have the 
ability to move in on Colorado opportunities and reap the rewards. The state should get 
into the game for the good of our taxpayers.  
 

Positioning the state tolling enterprise to bid on toll roads (Rep. Mike May, 
Sens. Mike Kopp and Josh Penry). The state never placed a bid on the 
Northwest Parkway project; under this proposal, the state would conduct an 
analysis whenever a public transportation asset becomes available to determine if 
it is in the best interest of taxpayers to bid. Toll-road proceeds that exceed debt-
service payments on the project could fund other transportation needs. 
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Safeguarding Colorado 
 
Awash in a wave of illegal immigration, our citizens should--at the very least--be able to 
expect their state government to safeguard basic institutions and services against abuse 
by those who have entered our country illegally. Our justice system should not be a 
revolving door for illegal immigrants caught committing yet other crimes, and our 
democratic process should be secured against fraud. 

 



PUBLIC SAFETY . Fewer government responsibilities are more important than that 
of preserving public safety. Where illegal immigration impacts public safety, we have a 
duty to take action. 

 
Refer a constitutional measure to deny bail to illegal immigrants being held 
in police custody on charges of a felony or DUI (Rep. Bob Gardner, Sen. 
Shawn Mitchell). Bail is a judgment that the party is neither a danger to society 
nor a risk of flight from prosecution. This proposal is 
based on the notion that an undocumented person has 
no legal right to be in this country, and when charged 
for a felony or DUI, that person presents a risk of 
flight.  

INTEGRITY OF VOTING . Few rights in our nation 
are as sacred as the fundamental right of the citizens of our 
nation to participate in our Republic by casting votes.  

Requiring photo identification to vote at the polls 
(Rep. Ken Summers, Sen. Scott Renfroe). 
Currently, a copy of a utility bill, a cable bill or a 
telephone bill is sufficient to prove a person’s identity 
at the polls. This standard isn’t acceptable for an 
employer, for a bank or for a liquor store: it shouldn’t 
be acceptable for our voting system. 
Requiring proof of citizenship to register to vote (Rep. Frank McNulty, Sen. 
Andy McElhany). Only United States citizens have the right to vote in the United 
States. This proposal would ensure that everyone who registers to vote has the 
right to do so. 
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Protecting Our Future, Discovering Our Potential 

 
Incentives are a far more effective way of motivating action than are heavy-handed 
regulations--especially when it comes to the unmatched natural beauty of our state. 
Coloradans rightly treasure their mountains, forests, waterways and wildlife, and we 
should empower them to do the most they possibly can to protect those assets. 
 

PRESERVING COLORADO ’S FORESTS.  
Address pine beetle infestation in our state forests (Rep. Kevin Lundberg, 
Sen. Jack Taylor). Mountain Pine Beetles have been responsible for extensive 
damage to ponderosas, lodgepoles and limber pines in Colorado. In addition to 
killing healthy trees, this infestation leaves our forests vulnerable to wildfires. 

·  Would establish a pine beetle mitigation fund to remove infested trees 
from state forests. Funds would come from donations received when 
hunting and fishing licenses are sold, as well as from grants. 

 

 



EMPOWERING COLORADANS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE . 
Environment-friendly license plates (Sen. Steve Johnson, Rep. Ken 
Summers). Create a new environment-friendly license plate that would be 
available to people who purchase energy efficient appliances or computers as 
defined by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in their ENERGY STAR 
program. 
 
Create incentives for purchase of energy efficient appliances and computers 
(Rep. Kevin Lundberg, Sen. Shawn Mitchell). Provide a tax credit for the 
purchase of energy-efficient products, as defined through the ENERGY STAR 
program.  
Help Maintain State Parks (Rep. Spencer Swalm, Sen. Mike Kopp). Create a 
new state park pass for park users who wish to pay extra to help cover the cost of 
maintenance to state parks. 

 

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE. 
Encourage community colleges to offer programs in 
renewable energy management (Rep. Cory Gardner, Sen. 
Shawn Mitchell). Direct a portion of the Clean Energy Fund 
to be used for grants to help build leadership in renewable 
energy for the future. To maintain Colorado’s status as the 
renewable energy capitol of the world, we need to ensure that 
we are graduating experts in the field.  
Encourage the use of hydropower (Rep. Frank McNulty, 
Sen. Ted Harvey). This proposal would add hydropower to 
the list of renewable energy technologies that can be applied 
toward the renewable energy standard set by the legislature.  
Facilitate construction of clean-energy plants (Sen. Greg                                                                                                    

Brophy, Rep. Don Marostica). Restrict the amount of time it can  
take to process permit requests for new clean-energy plants. 
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Preparing for the Future 
 
Colorado needs an innovative yet realistic approach to sustaining its system of higher 
education--an approach that prepares our students for the 21st century economy without 
burdening the taxpaying public. We must demand excellence, make higher ed more 
affordable to more Coloradans and bridge the knowledge gap. 
 

DEMANDING EXCELLENCE . State funding for higher education is provided 
through contracts for services, yet the performance evaluations for these services is not 
considered. Taxpayers deserve more accountability for their higher education dollars. 

 
 



Tying funding to performance (Sen. Mike Kopp, Rep. Frank McNulty). State 
funding for higher education is provided in part through contracts with colleges 
and universities, yet the funding is not tied to any particular standard of 
performance under those contracts. This proposal would link performance to 
funding. 

 
MAKING COLLEGE MORE AFFORDABLE .  Let’s make sure a 
college degree is within reach for more students and their parents. 

Using revenue from oil and gas development to invest in higher education 
(Sen. Josh Penry). Responsible development of Colorado’s natural resources will 
provide substantial financial benefit to the people of Colorado. This revenue 
should help local areas affected by the development, but can also provide a long-
term benefit to the state if invested in higher education. 
Preparing students and parents for the cost of a degree (Rep. Bob Gardner, 
Sen. Shawn Mitchell). Tuition costs for college often change from year to year, 
making it difficult for students and parents to budget. This allows parents and 
students to lock in a tuition guarantee for the overall cost for a four-year degree. 
Merit-based scholarship for economically-challenged families (Rep. Bob 
Gardner, Sen. Nancy Spence). Help should be available to students who not 
only face financial challenges but also demonstrate the ability to succeed in 
college. 

 
 

 
 


